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Itinerary
Overview
Bulgaria may be just a small part of Europe but the beauty of the 
entire continent is gathered here.

The area around Burgas is well known as one of the best places in 
Europe to monitor and photograph the autumn migration of soaring 
birds on the Via Pontica migratory route. The reason for Burgas’ 
incredible reputation as a bird hot-spot is due to the bay itself, which 
indents the coast by a few kilometres, forming a ‘bottle neck’ effect. 
Birds following the thermals rising above the land are therefore 
concentrated in this small area. 

This amazing event happens over a lagoon called Atanasovsko Lake. 
Every year, at the end of summer and early autumn, thousands of 
ornithologists, nature conservationists, photographers and citizens 
from Bulgaria and abroad enjoy the thousands of migrating birds flying 
over their heads ... white and black storks, pelicans, falcons, eagles, 
vultures and many others. 

During the migration a large number of waders, waterfowl and 
songbirds stop for rest and meals in the area of the Burgas lakes. 
For nature lovers, it is a bird paradise; over 315 species of birds 
from nearly 450 species occurring in Bulgaria can be seen. Across 
Europe, this area has the largest concentration of migrating White and 
Dalmatian pelicans, Marsh harriers and Red-footed falcons.

The sights and sounds of this bird show are like opium for everyone 
loving wildlife. 



Day 1
We will travel to base in Burgas, where we will check in and enjoy an 
evening meal. Over dinner we will discuss what to expect over the 
coming days and hints and tips will be provided.

Days 2-5 
Over the forthcoming days, we will follow a similar pattern, visiting the 
lakes around Burgas to known locations for huge numbers of White 
and Dalmatian pelicans, Little egret, Pygmy cormorant, Plovers, Terns 
and Avocet to name but a few. Some of this time will be spent in a 
hide which has the advantage of water-level photography. At the other 
spots we will have opportunity to photograph in the open air.

The itinerary will remain flexible so that we can optimise the bird 
activity, light, and photographic opportunities. 

Burgas is one of the best places for observing the bird migration, and 
in September it is the best time for various raptors (this is an option if 
you are interested).
Day 6
After breakfast, we will have almost a whole day for photography and 
in the late afternoon we will make the journey back to Burgas Airport 
for the return flights home. 

Itinerary: Day 1 Itinerary: Days 2-6



Kit list 
Photography
• Camera body (with a back up if you have one)
• Zoom lens, e.g. 100-400mm or 70-200mm
• A telephoto lens in the range of 300mm, 400mm, 500mm or 

600mm with convertor
• Tripod & head
• Plenty of memory cards
• Laptop or image storage device so that you can back up your 

images
• Bean bags are available for the workshop

Clothing
The weather on the Black Sea Coast during the late summer is 
generally warm, with average temperatures of 20 degrees centigrade. 
Sunny days and thundery showers are possible. 

So that you can adapt your clothing to the weather, we would 
recommend a layering system of T-shirts, fleeces, a warm jacket, 
walking trousers, shorts, and waterproof jacket & trousers. A good pair 
of walking boots is advisable as we will be walking every day in the 
field.



Workshop leader
Miro Slavchev

Number of days
6

Group size
4 people maximum

Cost includes
All transport in Bulgaria, accommodation, meals and local beer/house 
wine.

Cost excludes
International flights, sundry items and spirits/fine wine.

Accommodation
We will be staying in a comfortable small hotel typical of Bulgaria, with 
delicious, home-cooked food.  All guests will have their own room, 
there is no charge for a single supplement, and bedding & towels are 
provided.

Level of fitness
There will be some easy walking involved to reach some of the sites 
where we aim to photograph.

Please do not hesitate to get in touch for enquiries & bookings, my 
contact details are:

Dr. Miroslav Slavchev

Mobile: +359 878 683505

Email: slmiro@abv.bg

Website: www.naturebg.com

Workshop details Keep in touch


